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For immediate release


Holiday Lettings Travel Update, November 2010
Thanks to a recent and controversial Air Passenger Duty (APD) increase holidaymakers face paying up to 55 per cent more tax on air travel, effectively making holidays more expensive than ever.

For those on tighter budgets, particularly families with young children, this could potentially price them out of the holiday market - although not if they opt for self-catering accommodation.
New research from Holiday Lettings™, the leading private rental holiday home portal, has shown that a self-catering family stay in a premier tourist resort is a significantly cheaper option than hotel accommodation in the same area.
Of these new findings Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for Holiday Lettings™, said: “It is well documented that self-catering private rental homes offer unrivalled space and flexibility, allowing guests to holiday on their own timetable. But this new insight confirms that as well as not having the time and flexibility constraints of a hotel, holiday homes are simply much more affordable.” 
Popular resort peak season weekly rental rate comparison - hotels vs holiday homes:

	Location
	Dominant property size
	Holiday Lettings™ av. peak season rental rate
	*Hotels.com av. Peak season rental rate

	Orlando, Florida
	4 bedrooms 
	£497
	£882 (for 2 bedrooms)

	Puerto Banus, Spain
	3 bedrooms
	£958
	£1,022 (for 2 bedrooms)

	Lanzarote, Canary Islands
	3 bedrooms
	£837
	£882 (for two bedrooms)

	Paphos, Cyprus
	3 bedrooms
	£739
	£826 (for two bedrooms)

	Menorca, Balearic Islands
	3 bedrooms
	£1,040
	£1,442 (for two bedrooms)


Given the current economic climate and recent APD changes, affordability is a key consideration for many holidaymakers - especially for families. 
Of the popular locations chosen for this comparison, Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies concluded: “Now more than ever holidaymakers are going to be looking for the best value for money holiday options. The savings achieved through holiday rentals should allow holidaymakers to overcome the newly increased flight costs and to take their annual summer holiday without having to worry about their budget.”
*Hotel rental rate source Hotels.com, based on 3*hotel accommodation in the selected areas.
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For more information, comment or images, please contact:
Lanisha Butterfield, press officer
lanisha@holidaylettings.co.uk / 01865 312059 

To speak directly to Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies:

01865 312010 / 0779 111 4296
About holidaylettings.co.uk™
Holiday Lettings™ is the consumers’ favourite holiday home website; the UK’s busiest site of its kind. 

Search 40,000+ privately owned holiday homes in 116 countries around the world. 
Choose from: spacious villas, resort apartments, sprawling gites and farmhouses, cosy romantic retreats, cottages, barn and chapel conversions, city shopping breaks, rural getaways or beach breaks - there’s a home for every holiday. 
Escape on: a short haul hop to Spain, Portugal, France or Cyprus or head further afield to the US, South Africa, Australia and Thailand. Renting a holiday home is frequently up to 50 per cent cheaper than booking a mono hotel room – what are you waiting for... www.holidaylettings.co.uk
Since June 2010, Holiday Lettings has been part of the TripAdvisor® Media Group. As part of the world’s largest travel community, with more than 50 million unique monthly users, Holiday Lettings takes an envied position in the global travel marketplace.
Holiday Lettings, holidaylettings.co.uk and the Holiday Lettings logo are trademarks of Holiday Lettings Limited.  Other logos or product and company names mentioned herein may be the property of their respective owners. © 2010 Holiday Lettings Limited. 
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