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For immediate release

Holiday Lettings Travel Update, January 2011: 

Holiday Home Demand is Stronger than Ever 
as Value for Money Takes Precedence

Record demand for holiday villas and cottages: 26 per cent year on year increase in holiday enquiries for villas and cottages worldwide in the first three weeks of January.
Summer holiday enquiries continue to dominate:  a third of the post Christmas holiday rush focuses on July and August breaks.
The ‘staycation’ is here to stay: 54 per cent year on year increase in demand for UK holidays 
Sunshine + value = increased popularity for Malta, Morocco: smaller holiday destinations like Malta and Morocco have benefited from holidaymaker’s desire to venture outside of the Eurozone and keep costs down.
Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for Holiday Lettings comments: “In austere times the inherent value for money in a private holiday rental is ringing true with an increasing number of consumers. The value and added space and flexibility of an apartment, villa or cottage is particularly appealing to families where budgets can be tighter and where the freedom to maintain an eating and sleeping routine for the kids is much more manageable.

“Though it’s still early days, what we could see in 2011 is a split between that value being sought by avoiding flight costs and staying in the UK, or by seeking destinations known for their lower cost of living, but guaranteed sunshine.” 
The royal wedding effect
· The extra Bank Holiday has resulted in a year on year increase of 63 per cent more enquiries for April escapes.

· More than 17,000 requests for April holiday accommodation have been sent through holidaylettings.co.uk since the announcement of the wedding date of Prince William and Kate Middleton. 

· A quarter of these enquiries were for breaks in England, with London attracting the lion’s share. Homes in Tower Bridge, Covent Garden, Fitzrovia and Westminster lead the popularity stakes, followed by Greenwich and Bayswater.
· With so many holiday options available this April, holiday durations vary widely too. Seven day breaks are most popular, particularly for holidays starting in the week of 16 April, with spikes in demand for three night breaks starting on 22 April and 29 April.
Early destination favourites for summer 2011:
Summer favourites reign strong so far (the only shift here is that the UK is stronger than France compared to enquiries sent in the same period last year):
1. Spain

2. UK

3. France

4. Portugal

5. Italy
6. Turkey – ahead of Cyprus, the Canaries and Balearics. 
Within the popularity for UK holidays there is 93 per cent growth in demand for holidays in Northern Ireland and in addition to that there has been a 78 per cent growth in demand for holiday home accommodation in the Republic of Ireland.
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