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For immediate release


  2011 Holiday Hotspots and Early Booking Trends 
Holiday Lettings Travel Update, December 2010:

Forward planning is key: half of all holiday enquiries sent in the last three months through holidaylettings.co.uk were for 2011. 
Some 2011 summer holiday enquiries were sent as early as July 2010. 
Summer holidays are a priority for families: of these enquiries, one third were for July and August. 
71 per cent of holiday home renters are families with young children: so say the advertisers of holiday homes on Holiday Lettings

Turkey is top of the summer bill: attracting the highest proportion of summer holiday enquiries, as a percentage of all enquiries
Escaping the blues is a mix of sea and snow: January breaks dominated by Canaries winter sun and alpine powder in France, Austria and Italy; Bulgaria is the fourth most popular ski destination, ahead of Switzerland

New Year, new you: New Year weekend drives demand for festive getaways 
Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for Holiday Lettings comments: “The trend for forward planning versus last minute booking has fluctuated greatly in recent years due to reduced consumer confidence. However, the forward planning cycle remains a particularly prominent trend for families who have school holiday dates to adhere to. Typically, this enables them to secure the holiday rental accommodation best suited to their family’s needs ahead of the traditional January booking rush.”  

Destination hotspots for summer 2011

Of the booking enquiries that Holiday Lettings has generated from September through November for the following destinations, the proportion that was for summer 2011 is highlighted below: 
Turkey: 60 per cent
Spain: 49 per cent
Portugal: 49 per cent

Cyprus: 46 per cent
Italy: 44 per cent
France: 39 per cent
Florida: 21 per cent
The Canary Islands are by far the most popular winter sun destination

Half (13,700) of all enquiries for the Canary Islands in the last three months have been for a holiday between December and March 2011, compared to 35 per cent of enquiries for Florida holidays during this period.
France leads ski enquiries for 2011

January is currently the most enquired about month for ski holidays, being led by:

France

Austria

Italy

Bulgaria

Switzerland

UK leads the way with festive escapes
The focus for December holidays this year is on New Year, where three day breaks dominate. With the key dates falling on weekends this year there is greater flexibility in arrival/departure dates and therefore length of stay.

6,500 people have enquired about breaks starting on 30 December, of which more than half (53%) desire three night stays

The next most popular festive holiday start date is 27 December (for 4,700 people), with 51 per cent opting for a seven night break

Surprisingly: 749 people have enquired about starting their holiday on Christmas Day
The 10 most popular UK destinations for breaks over the Christmas period are:

Stratford upon Avon
Central London, Zone 1
Cirencester
Croyde, Devon
Edinburgh
Stow on the Wold, Cotswolds
Dartmouth
Bath
St Ives
Forest of Dean
The most popular destination in Wales is Bala in Gwynedd.
Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies comments: “The destination hotspots are not a huge surprise; the strength of the euro means that to keep costs down people are continuing to look outside of the eurozone for their main holiday, and Turkey has all of the appeal of a European holiday, without the expense. With regards the imminent festive holiday season, the UK always appeals at this time of year because of the relative ease of access and this year with the promise of a white Christmas it seems to be particularly popular.”
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For more information, comment or images, please contact:
Lanisha Butterfield 
lanisha@holidaylettings.co.uk / 01865 312059 

To speak directly to Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies:
kate@holidaylettings.co.uk / 01865 312010 / 0779 111 4296
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