DIY holidays on the up, says new report

Self-catering travel booms as British travellers get savvy
Self-catering travel is booming according to a new report, with booking enquiries at the UK’s leading holiday lettings site up by nearly 40 per cent* year on year, totalling 1.3m enquiries.
Research** conducted by www.holidaylettings.co.uk  found that value for money is the number one reason why holidaymakers are choosing holiday lets over accommodation options. When asked what they enjoyed most about self-catering holidays, respondents listed freedom and flexibility (50 per cent), followed by value for money (18 per cent) and privacy (eight per cent).

The Holiday Lettings 2011 Insights Report, which analyses booking enquiry data to track trends, is also attributing the huge boost in booking enquiries to Britons getting savvier and shopping around more for the best holiday deals in an increasingly uncertain financial climate.

As a result, booking patterns are changing too. Nearly a quarter (24 per cent) of holidaymakers said they booked holidays up to a year or more in advance to get early bird deals, while in contrast over one in 10 (11 per cent) take more of a gamble and snap up last-minute deals just weeks or even days before the  holiday start date. 
The UK, which remains British holidaymakers’ favourite destination ahead of Spain, France and the Canary Islands, has seen a n impressive 30 per cent increase in booking enquiries year on year. Meanwhile emerging destinations, which show the greatest uplift in booking enquiries, include Sri Lanka (up 67 per cent), Finland (up 55 per cent), Indonesia (up 45 per cent) and Trinidad & Tobago (up 44 per cent). 

Looking ahead to 2012, Holiday Lettings has already seen a 76 per cent increase in demand for holidays in June 2012 thanks to the Jubilee bank holiday. With Spain, the UK and Portugal topping the list of destinations for that period, it looks like the extra bank holiday will be kick-starting the 2012 summer holiday season early.

Enquiries for August 2012 are also up versus the same period in 2011 with overseas destinations driving the demand versus the UK, which suggests that many are planning to escape the country during the 2012 Games.

Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies from Holiday Lettings commented: “Self-catering holidays continue to see a huge surge in popularity as more and more people see the key benefits of value for money and flexibility. As demand increases so too does the supply, with savvy investors spotting prime opportunities. Plus with traditional travel companies struggling to cope in the current financial climate, increasingly people prefer to be in control of their holidays and book direct with private owners.”
-Ends-

For more information please contact Emilie Lien at Holiday Lettings

E: emilie@holidaylettings.co.uk; T: 01865 312 059
*Analysis of all Holiday Lettings bookings enquiries, 1 Jan–31 Oct 2011

**Consumer research conducted by One Poll, 22-24 November 2011, 3,000 UK adults

