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For immediate release

Holiday Lettings™ Travel Bulletin, July 2011: 

Last minute rush for the Med this summer
· Last minute summer holiday demand up by a third

Enquiries for villas and cottages soar by a third as summer holidays draw nearer and 38 per cent tell us they’ve yet to book for summer

· June escapes grew by 44 per cent

Numbers booking and escaping in the same month jump with the UK and Spain stealing the show

· Spain has strongest summer appeal 

1.5 times more enquiries for July and August holidays in Spain compared to England last month, although holidays in Wales and Scotland pull the UK back into second place most popular summer destination

· Cyprus accommodation draws the crowds despite flight prices

A quarter more enquiries for July and August breaks to Cyprus shows value of villa rentals despite expensive flight costs

· Greece rallies despite disruption as consumers head to the coast

Enquiries for Grecian getaways show a solid 16 per cent increase in demand year on year

Of the 11,829 respondents to the 2011 Holiday Lettings Travel Survey, 38 per cent say they have yet to book their summer break with nearly half (46%) usually opting for a two week break at this time of year. It’s another year of last minute holiday shopping as consumer confidence ripens to the thought of sun, sea and sand. 

While demand for staycations continues to grow (39% increase year on year) there has been a definite reach for Mediterranean sunshine in Spain and Portugal this summer. 
Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for holidaylettings.co.uk™, says: “Last minute booking is here to stay as long the recession rides out. Although a tougher marketplace for holiday home owners to manage, the spike we have seen throughout June is promising for the rest of the summer. Families particularly appreciate that their holiday budget per person goes so much further when renting a villa, cottage, gîte or apartment and that the real value is added in the space and privacy that comes with a rental.”
-ends-

Holidaylettings.co.uk advertises 48,000+ holiday villas, cottages and apartments in 116 countries worldwide. Book your accommodation direct with the home owner, property manager or letting agent advertising the property to save pounds and enjoy the space and privacy of a holiday home.

For more information, comment or images, please contact:
Lanisha Butterfield: 01865 312059 / lanisha@holidaylettings.co.uk  
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