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For immediate release

Europe tops the safety list for travellers 
while political unrest knocks traveller confidence 
A recent survey undertaken by holidaylettings.co.uk™ asked people to name the country they feel safest and least safe travelling to. By a wide stretch the most popular answer for the safest destination was Europe, followed by countries where English is either the first language or there is a high level of British expats.

Where concerns are greatest, it would seem that the media have a high impact on our perceptions, with destinations with widely publicised political unrest and crime topping the list. Regions of specific concern were Egypt, Afghanistan, the Caribbean and America, which was repeatedly flagged for its high gun crime rate.

The 2011 Holiday Lettings™ Travel Survey was completed by 11,829 consumers and revealed that when it comes to holidays familiarity is key to safety and there is a fear of the unknown for the majority. Regions with a contrasting political structure, culture and different language raised the most concerns, while places such as Canada, Australia, America and Europe, with their similarities to the UK, faired the best. 
Of all the European destinations, Spain proved the most popular and was noted for its tourist-friendly environment and the high volume of British expats, expressing a sense for safety in numbers.

Other popular responses included “I don’t go abroad” and “I feel safe in most places” reflecting the breadth of holiday desires and expectations among Holiday Lettings customers.
Of the insights Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for holidaylettings.co.uk, said: “Fear of the unknown affects us all and this is reflected somewhat by these outcomes. However, travel choices are often inspirationally driven by effective tourism marketing and peer recommendations, so it only takes one person to have a ball in a so-called unsafe destination for a crowd to follow.”
10 safest destinations and why: 
1) Europe – “the European Union protects us”
2) English speaking countries / destinations where there are lots of British expats

3) Spain and the Spanish islands – “tourist friendly”
4) France – “close to home and family friendly”
5) “I feel safe in most countries”
6) Italy – “tourist and family friendly”
7) Portugal – “safe and tourist friendly”
8) America – “high police presence, English speaking”
9) Australia – “English speaking”
10) England – “I don’t go abroad”               
10 destinations of greatest concern and why:
1) Middle East, Africa, Eastern Europe – “political unrest”
2) Central America, Caribbean, America – “widely publicised high crime rate”
3) “Countries that are in the news for all the wrong reasons”
4) “Countries where they don’t speak English”
5) “Countries with a dramatically different culture”
6) Egypt – “lots of bad press lately, political unrest”
7) Bulgaria – “poor road systems and lots of theft in tourist resorts”
8) “Nowhere is ever 100% safe”
9) “Anywhere outside of Western Europe”
10) “Brazil – poverty, violence”
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For more information, comment or images, please contact:
Lanisha Butterfield, press officer

lanisha@holidaylettings.co.uk or 01865 312059

About holidaylettings.co.uk

About holidaylettings.co.uk™
Holiday Lettings™ is the consumers’ favourite holiday home website; the UK’s busiest site of its kind. The website lists 50,000+ privately owned holiday homes in 116 countries around the world and accommodation is booked directly with the owner or manager of the home.

Choose from: spacious villas, resort apartments, sprawling gites and farmhouses, cosy romantic retreats, cottages, barn and chapel conversions, city shopping breaks, rural getaways or beach breaks - there’s a home for every holiday. 

Escape on: a short haul hop to Spain, Portugal, France or Cyprus or head further afield to the US, South Africa, Australia and Thailand. Renting a holiday home is frequently up to 50 per cent cheaper than booking a mono hotel room – what are you waiting for... www.holidaylettings.co.uk
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