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For immediate release


Holiday Lettings Property Bulletin, January 2011:
Record demand for villa and cottage rentals

The traditional January peak in holiday bookings has begun and holiday home owners advertising with holidaylettings.co.uk™ are already benefitting from a 20 per cent rise in visits to the website, plus a 26 per cent year on year uplift in enquiries.
UK holiday home owners are set to enjoy another year of high demand – current requests for UK holidays are 54 per cent greater than this time last year. Within that growth, Northern Ireland is experiencing a 93 per cent hike. The emerald isle is also benefitting from a desire to holiday closer to home with a 78 per cent increase in demand for holidays in Ireland.
Those seeking value plus sunshine are causing a spike in demand for apartments and farmhouses in Malta and riads and apartments in Morocco. Also in the Mediterranean, Turkey has risen to the sixth most enquired about destination so far this year, behind the traditional British traveller favourites.

Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies, spokesperson for holidaylettings.co.uk, comments: “Holiday homes in the UK are free of VAT, apartments in Rome are free from the new tourist tax and consistently the rate per person per night of a villa, apartment or cottage rental is cheaper versus other accommodation options. We know holidays are imperative for many despite the pinch of the VAT increase and general impact of the spending review. So we’re delighted to see the ever growing appreciation for the value for money benefits of book direct with owner rentals continuing.” 
Last year, Holiday Lettings™ advertisers are thought to have generated circa £350 million based on enquiries sent through the website and the average advertised rental rates. Based on predicted January enquiry volumes come month end, the typical conversion ratio to bookings and an average peak season rental rate across the website of £900, January alone could generate £55 million for holidaylettings.co.uk customers.
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For more information, comment or images, please contact:
Lanisha Butterfield, lanisha@holidaylettings.co.uk / 01865 312059 
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