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30 April 2007 
Immediate release
Parlez-vous, donde esta, quanto costa…?
How holiday homeowners fare as linguists on the Continent 
In a recent survey of holiday homeowners, holidaylettings.co.uk dared to ask its customers how they fared when communicating in the country of their second home.

Whilst the figures won’t quash the reputation of the British being ignorant when it comes to communicating abroad, the figures do show that a surprising 49% of people have sufficient language skills to get by in their chosen location. Of those, 22% already knew the language before purchasing abroad and 27% picked it up along the way.

More interestingly, as a measure of whether attitudes have changed over time, the figures revealed that an equal number (30%) of second homeowners who had bought their property up to ten years ago and those who have bought within the last year, said that knowing the language was beneficial when purchasing the property and dealing with local services providers.

Whilst many would expect countries closest to the UK, such as France, Spain and Italy to be the easiest for English to be used as a means of communication, 36% of owners said that they benefitted from being able to converse in Spanish, 23% in French and 12% in Italian. The next country, where it was deemed to be beneficial to be able to communicate in the native tongue was Turkey (9%).
Ross Elder, MD of holidaylettings.co.uk comments: “These results, whilst not scientific, show that British holiday homeowners and expats are far from ignorant when it comes to the languages and cultures of other countries. These are positive statistics that Britons buying abroad should be proud of, but also heed as a useful spot of advice when doing business abroad.”

- ends - 
www.holidaylettings.co.uk - the ultimate holiday home rental site. Established in 1999 by business partners Ross Elder and Andy Firth, the site offers effective online advertising for holiday homeowners. Advertising more than 12,500 properties in over 80 countries worldwide, the site attracts in excess of 30,000 visitors to the site every day. holidaylettings.co.uk is now also part of Rightmove.

Press Contact Kate Stinchcombe - 01865 204738 - kate@holidaylettings.co.uk

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]holidaylettings.co.uk




Holiday Lettings Ltd, First Floor, 1-4 The Plain, Oxford, OX4 1AS, UK


E : � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate@holidaylettings.co.uk" ��kate@holidaylettings.co.uk�  T : +44 (0)1865 204738   W : www.holidaylettings.co.uk








�











�











