[image: image1.jpg]holidaylettings.co.uk





1a Circus Street, Oxford OX4 1JR  (01865) 201444

p r e s s  r e l e a s e :
fao:

for press enquiries please contact:


date:
31.03.05
name:
Margaret Eaglestone, Public Relations Manager



content:
2  pages for immediate release
tel:
01865 201444


from:
www.holidaylettings.co.uk
email:
margaret@holidaylettings.co.uk


Oxford Students! Save a Fortune on Accommodation

Oxford students planning their post-finals holiday could save a small fortune by finding and booking their summer accommodation online, thanks to local company HolidayLettings.co.uk.

Situated just off Cowley Road, Holiday Lettings offers over 2,300 privately run properties all over the globe, ranging from a houseboat in Amsterdam, to castles in France, apartments in Ibiza, watermills in Italy, beach huts in Jamaica and game-park villas in South Africa.

Whatever you want, wherever it is, chances are you can find it on Holiday Lettings’ website (www.holidaylettings.co.uk) - and for far less than staying in hotels or finding a place to stay through other means.

Co-founder Ross Elder, an Oxford graduate himself, explained the site’s great advantage: “For students looking for that special holiday, we’ve got loads of great places to stay and at a fraction of the price you’d expect to pay. Because you deal direct with the owners, you miss out the middleman - and his cut.” And that means great accommodation between 20 and 30 percent cheaper.

HolidayLettings.co.uk charges the owners an annual fee to put their properties on its site, complete with a wide range of details about the property, including its availability, facilities, location, local attractions and so on - complete with up to 12 photos. All the properties can be found by searching on region, city, size or even specific features such as whether it has a pool, Jacuzzi, balcony and so on.

If you find a property you like, simply email or call the owner using the information provided. If the place is free, the owner - the majority of who live in the UK but have someone local who looks after the property - will ask for a deposit, usually 25 percent, and then the rest just before the start of the holiday.

You then either get the keys sent to your house and return them when you get back, or arrange to pick them up when over there and hand them back before you leave.

Only a year ago, some people were still uncomfortable with the set-up, but Ross explained that things have changed: “In the past six months, it has rocketed. It’s the eBay generation - people have grown used to trading with other individuals over the Internet because everyone benefits.”

However, he does warn that if you want the really special places, you need to get in earlier. “Students are at an advantage in that they head off on holiday earlier than most of the population so demand isn’t quite so intense. But because you can see exactly when a place is available, lots of people move their holiday around just to get the best places. Basically, book early to avoid disappointment.”



About Holiday Lettings:

www.holidaylettings.co.uk is the web’s fastest growing holiday rental site, offering both homeowners and holidaymakers the chance to find and rent properties all over the globe. Established in 1999 by old friends Ross Elder and Andrew Firth, HolidayLettings.co.uk contains in-depth information on over 2,500 properties from the popular Spanish resorts to secluded Caribbean beach huts. 

